ﬁ;’g Temple Beth Am

of Framingham

[ebeam

A Temple Beth Am Monthly Publication

Volume 70. No. 4. May / June 2025




The temple board got together for an in-person meeting on April 17 for strategic planning

Temple Beth Am Board of Trustees 2024-2025

Missing from Picture: TBA president Carol Hanover, Patty Frankel, Andrea Geller, Robin
Plitt, Youth Engagement Coordinator Sarah Gavin, Rachel Lamont and Rachel Marsh

A word from Rabbi Blumberg

A SHABBAT CHALLENGE

It’s felt like some cosmic joke that it’s rained every Saturday
afternoon over the last few months. So when May 3rd, the day of our
Shabbat hike rolled around and the skies were clear, it felt like God
Godself was rooting for us.

After meeting in the parking lot of Nobscot Scout Reservation, we
introduced ourselves to one another and hit the trail. It was a sacred
joy to be in company of community members— both new and




seasoned— as we engaged in conversation and appreciated the beautiful world of Creation
around us.

Before we made our way back to the parking lot, we read an excerpt from an article titled
“Powering Down” by Jennifer Bleyer from Tablet Magazine, in which she shares her family’s
journey of embracing a Shabbat observance that worked for them, most notably powering
down devices with a screen. Bleyer reflects on her family’s experience:

"[O]ur greatest enjoyment was simply being suspended in a day of being rather than doing.
Piled on the couch together as a family without the distractions of interactive technology,
divorced from the acquisitive and aspirational impulses that drive most of modern life, we
understood in the most visceral way how the deprivations one enforces on the Sabbath
enable a kind of liberation. Our attention was reserved for each other. The world was
overlaid with glittery stillness. We stepped back from the buzzing of our lives and said, 'Here
we are."

At the end of our learning together | issued a challenge: What would it be like to spend one
whole Shabbat— Friday evening to Saturday night— between now and the High Holidays
with your devices powered down? No news, no email, no text messages, no endless
scrolling for one day; instead, simply living in to the sublime beauty of the world around
you, reserving your attention for those with whom you are sharing actual space and time.

As we prepared to finish our hike, Cantor Wolff encouraged us to focus on one aspect of the
natural world around us as he played a sustained tone on his Tibetan singing bowl and led
us in singing from Psalm 92:
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“How great are Your works, God; how very subtle Your designs!”

After a moment of silence, conversation picked up again and we returned to our cars. This
time—spent with community, engaged in learning, connecting with nature—was holy.




See the Highlights section for the group photo from this special Shabbat.

UPDATE ON OUR IMMIGRANT SUPPORT PROJECT

Our community’s support of an immigrant family through Jewish Family Service of
Metrowest is officially underway! Thanks to the incredible generosity of our TBA
community, including meaningful donations from both Brotherhood and Sisterhood, we
have raised $11,500 to support a family of four from Central America who are working,
living, and learning in Framingham. Our Immigrant Support Team which is headed by Rob
and Jess King has met with the family and will provide material and volunteer support for
them as needed; please reach out to the temple office if you are interested in joining the
team.

President's Message

THE FINAL WORD IS “THANK YOU”!

Dear Friends,

This is my last President’s Message, and | have struggled to write
it. You would think that after having written more than 60 of these, it
would come easily, but not so.

It has been an honor to serve as the President of Temple Beth Am,

and not just because | am the record-holder for the longest term — 6

years! It was an honor because of all that was accomplished, with the
help of so many of you.

Highlights include hiring Rabbi Blumberg and Cantor Wolff with the help of an outstanding
search committee, guiding TBA through the Covid epidemic years, renovating major parts of
our aging synagogue building, developing a security plan to deal with increasing anti-




Semitism, and many, many etceteras. Highlights must also include the honor of having
worked with so many TBA members, both on the Board of Trustees and off, and who are
now counted as “friends.”.

It was an honor from a personal standpoint because | never imagined that | would be
president of such a wonderful community. | began volunteering at age 8 when my mom
chaired the Sisterhood Judaica Shop in our Connecticut synagogue, and | was assigned the
task of affixing price tags to the items being sold.

My adult volunteer career began at TBA when | was asked to work on and quickly became
the editor of Sisterhood’s Shofar, their own monthly newsletter that is no longer

published. A few years went by and | became Sisterhood President, a job shared with Eileen
Fox. | was on and off the Temple’s Board of Trustees, and for a while on the Board of
Trustees of what is now 2Life communities, and formerly Jewish Community Housing for the
Elderly. | also served on the Board of Women for Reform Judaism, eventually as President of
District #1.

And | am not done! l intend to be involved at TBA as Immediate Past President and Chair of
the Nominating committee in this next term, plus any other tasks that | can assist with long-
distance. As many are aware, Alain and | have become Florida residents as he is now
teaching at University of Miami. No matter where | am, Temple Beth Am will always be my
synagogue community.

Thank you for having given me this opportunity. | hope that the new TBA Board of Trustees,
beginning on July 1, will deal wisely and well with their responsibilities. | hope too that our
efforts to revitalize our Board succeed and that TBA will be enriched by an influx of new
members who will bring their joy of Jewish life to share.

— Carol Hanover, TBA President

A Note from Cantor Wolff




Celebrating the End of a Year of Learning in the TBA Religious School

We arrived at the last day of lower religious school on Sunday, May
18. We celebrated a wonderful year of learning on this last day — a
year of growing our community of young families and children, a year
of deep learning, and a year of fun and social connection. All students
and teachers gathered for a closing ceremony and service (see photo
below). We conducted a Shacharit service (morning service), with
each grade leading a part of the service. Students shared their
favorite activities from this year, as well as things that surprised them
in their learning.

A few stand-outs (according to the students) were the Purim puppet show created and
performed by Rabbi Blumberg and myself, and students sharing their struggle to learn final
letters in Hebrew (they can be confusing!). Holding this year of learning and Jewish
community in our minds and hearts, our students and teachers thanked G-d for allowing us
to arrive at the last day of school, by singing the Shehecheyanu blessing together. That same
weekend we celebrated “Education Shabbat”, a special Shabbat service during which we
honored and blessed our amazing TBA teachers and staff. Below are a few additional
highlights from our year of learning and fun this year in the TBA religious school!

Our large class of K-2 students worked hard all year learning their Hebrew letters and
learning about the Jewish holidays. Pictured below is our K-2 class enjoying a mock
Passover Seder; some students were even brave enough to try

eating Maror (horseradish)! Our 3"-4t" grade class worked hard learning

their tefilot (prayers) this year and had fun creating their own Purim spiel. Our 5"-6'" grade
class learned some modern Hebrew vocabulary and kept a year-long journal of all the
words they had learned. And our 7t grade class learned about the modern state of Israel,
and also did some hands-on learning. Below you can see our 7" graders hand-made
Challah!

The pool of Jewish knowledge is so deep; there is always more to know. Jewish education is
a lifelong pursuit. After their B’nai Mitzvah, our 7" graders are invited to join our upper
school program. After graduation and confirmation, we stay in touch with our TBA students
in college, encouraging them to continue learning and engaging with Judaism. And Jewish
learning continues into adulthood at TBA!




As this school year comes to a close, we are already planning for next year. We expect to
welcome more new students and families to our religious school and our community next
year. We wish all of our students and families a sweet and restful summer. We can’t wait to
continue learning next fall!

— Cantor Wolff

Religious School End
of Year Service




Grades K - 2 Mock Seder

Grade 7
Challah Bake




Ways to support the TBA Community

e Oneg Shabbat. Volunteers needed to shop for the Oneg Treats and package them
for Friday evening services. Training is provided.

Tech Assistance. Volunteers needed to livestream services on zoom and to film
special events. Training is provided.

Join a Committee. TBA is looking for new ideas and initiatives and encourage you to
get involved. A list of committees appear in this Tebeam issue.

Please contact the temple office for more information.

Services Schedule

Friday Shabbat Services are in person and livestreamed on Zoom.

Check Temple Beth Am weekly email for any changes to the schedule.

Sunday June 1, 2025 / 6 Sivan 5785

METROWEST TIKKUN LEIL SHAVUOT beginning at 5:30 PM at Temple Israel of Natick

Monday June 2, 2025 / 6 Sivan 5785

SHAVUOT MORNING SERVICE WITH YIZKOR at 9:00 AM




Friday June 6, 2025 / 11 Sivan 5785
EREV SHABBAT HALL'LU SERVICE at 7:15 PM

PRIDE SHABBAT

Saturday June 7, 2025 / 11 Sivan 5785
Weekly Portion Nasso Numbers 4:21-7:89
Haftarah Judges 13:2-25

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN AND TORAH STUDY at 9:00 AM

Friday June 13, 2025 / 18 Sivan 5785

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE at 7:15 PM

Saturday June 14, 2025 / 18 Sivan 5785
Weekly Portion B'haalot'cha Numbers 8:1-12:16
Haftarah Zechariah 2:14-4.7

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN AND TORAH STUDY at 9:00 AM

Friday June 20, 2025 / 25 Sivan 5785

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE at 7:15 PM

Saturday June 21, 2025 / 25 Sivan 5785

Weekly Portion Sh'lach Numbers 13:1-15:41

Haftarah Joshua 2:1-24

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN AND TORAH STUDY at 9:00 AM
MORNING SERVICE AND BAT MITZVAH at 10:30 AM

Ruby Gloria Stein, daughter of Gregg and Jami Stein




Friday June 27, 2025 / 2 Tamuz 5785

EREV SHABBAT SERVICE at 7:15PM

Saturday June 28, 2025 / 2 Tamuz 5785
Weekly Portion Korach Numbers 16:1-18:32
Haftarah | Samuel 11:14-12:22

SHABBAT MORNING MINYAN AND TORAH STUDY at 9:00 AM

Friday July 4, 2025, 2025 / 9 Tamuz 5785

EREV SHABBAT SUMMER SERVICE at 6:30PM ZOOM ONLY

Summer services will be held at 6:30pm every Friday and continue through August 29,
2025. Services will be held in the Garden weather- and bug-permitting. On Friday July 18
and Friday August 8 we will have a special BYO picnic with sponsored treats. Watch for
more information about the outdoor services and dates for Saturday Minyan and Torah
Study during July and August.

Calendar




Looking Ahead

Conversations with TBA Community Thursday May 29 from

_ , 5:30PM to
Pizza & Salad will be served

7:30PM

TBA Scholarship Awards Friday May 30 at Oneg
Shabbat

Metrowest Shavuot Program Sunday June 1 at 5:30 PM

CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

Shavuot & Yizkor Service Monday June 2 at 9:00AM

Strategic Planning Committee Informational meeting Thursday June 5, 2025 at
on ZOOM 7:00PM

Pride Shabbat Friday June 6 at 7:15PM

Annual Congregation Meeting Monday June 23 at 7:00PM

Salsa, Sisterhood + Plus-ones End of Year End Event Wednesday June 25 at
6:30PM




CLICK HERE FOR MORE INFO

S ninliEEs

Tikkun Olam

It’s almost time for the annual TBA Summer
Drive to benefit JFS.

We will be collecting personal care items, food
and school supplies in July and August. More
information coming soon!

Lizkor

Temple Beth Am's Lizkor: To Remember mission is to hear from
those who can speak directly about the impact of the Holocaust on
their lives, honoring our past for future generations.

If you, or someone you know, would like to share their story as a
Holocaust survivor, please contact Ellie Anbinder.

Brotherhood




To join TBA Brotherhood: click here for the application. Brotherhood Membership is
included for all parents with children in the religious school at no charge. For more
information, contact Steve Schneider, Brotherhood President.

TBA BH had their final breakfast of the 2024/2025
season on Sunday, May 18, 2025 and it was another
fantastic breakfast. This month, besides our own Rabbi
Blumberg leading us in our Motzi, and the usual large
volunteer crew whipping up our traditional 40 foot
buffet of bagels, crema cheese, fruit salad, three
variety of eggs, chopped liver, egg salad, fresh made
muffins and home made kugels we were entertained
and educated with the Framingham Police K-9 Unit -
and the real stars joined them.

Sargent David Curtis and two of his fellow officers
spent the morning with us. They were joined by their
highly trained dogs and explained to us the need that
the dogs serve not only the city but also throughout
the state when needed. These dogs are trained for
search and rescue, drug and bomb searching, as well
as protection of their trainers/officers when
needed. They are a valuable assets to the city and
work hard for a simple game of catch!

We entertained about 80 guests and TBA BH members, including the Mayor and first lady of
Framingham and Deputy Sargent Riley.

We look forward to another great season of breakfasts starting next September and hope
many of you will be able to join us.

— Steven J. Schneider, President




Sisterhood

Temple Beth Am

of Framingham

SISTERHOOD

To join Sisterhood: click here for the application. Events are open to all, those
identifying as women, as Jews and as their allies. For more information, contact
Sisterhood President, Sharon Silverman.
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A
REFORM JUDAIShH WRSI

NORTHEAST
DISTRICT

Temple Beth Am Sisterhood membership includes membership to Women of Reform
Judaism (WRJ) and its Northeast Chapter. WRJ supports the education of Cantors and
Rabbis, URJ camps, the Religious Action Center, and social justice projects. Membership
entitles you to participate in many cultural and educational events.

Click here for the WRJ Website
Click here for the WRJ event calendar.

Sign up here for the new Mighty Networks group for details on the WRJ Northeast District

Rrﬂcrrfuns fﬂil?l
Authors and Advocates

TBA-Sisterhood & Friends Book Club:

The Book Club is choosing works of fiction On
and non-fiction by Jewish authors and/or

featuring Jewish/Jewish-adjacent topics or Belng

characters. On April 27, we discussed James

McBride’s The Heaven and Earth Grocery Jewish
Store, where the value of Tikkun Olam

collides with layers of prejudice. In one of our

lighter moments, we noted how someone NOW
unfamiliar with Yiddish could confuse schlock

and schmaltz. Edited by Zibby Owens

with the Founding Team of
Artists Against Antisemitism

Here are the upcoming meeting dates and
selections:




Sunday, June 8, 9:30 - 11:00 am, Continental
Breakfast Reflections from Authors and
Advocates On Being Jewish Now Edited by
Zibby Owens

Wednesday, July 30, 6:30 pm,

Potluck Supper

Portnoy’s Complaint by Philip Roth P H I I_I P R DT H

Thank you to our meeting hosts!

Please contact Merle
Kushner sisterhood300@tempbetham.org for
further information.

COMMITTEE

Sisterhood Sharon Silverman

Brotherhood Steve Schneider

School Committee Jenn Moshe

Tikkun Olam Andrea Geller

Robin Plitt

Sue Clark




Marketing, Membership, and Communications

Rachel Lamont

Rachel Marsh

Lizkor

Ellie Anbinder

Fundraising

Sue Siegel

Social Events/Programming

Sue Siegel

Worship

Sharon Silverman

College Students

Judy Swartz

Grants

Dan Bendell and Ellen Felcher

Technology

(Running Zoom for services, filming events)

Bill Rabkin

Constitution

Merle Kushner

Building Security

Simms Pearl

To contact any of the committee leads, please log in to the ShulCloud member directory or

contact the temple office.

Highlights




Shabbat Hike in Nobscot Woods

On May 3 Temple members enjoyed
a hike on Shabbat afternoon with
songs and Shabbat discussion with
Rabbi Blumberg and Cantor Wolff.

Israel Day 2025

On Sunday May 4, religious school
students enjoyed the Annual Israel
Day. Thanks to Brotherhood for
sponsoring the ice cream truck tor
all to enjoy!




Tot Shabbat

The last Tot Shabbat of the school-
year was held on Friday May 9.
Rabbi and Cantor recited the
Shabbat blessings, sang songs, and
the children marched with the
Torah. Afterwards the group
enjoyed pizza in the temple Social
Hall. Tot Shabbat will resume again
in September.




Lag B'Omer & Education Shabbat

On Fri. May 16th TBA community
gathered outside for dinner and
singing around the fire pit followed
by Education Shabbat service,
honoring teachers and madrachim
for a wonderful school year.

Lifecycles

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS
Johanna Morse
1 Catherine Road

Framingham, MA 01701

WE REJOICE WITH

Hilton Magier and Marcia Huston became grandparents. Noah Jay Eisenberg was born on
Saturday May 24, 2025 and weighed 7 pounds. His proud parents are Nicole Magier
Eisenberg and Aaron Eisenberg.

SPECIAL ANNIVERSARIES




Special anniversaries in May and June (multiple of 5). Please watch for the date for
anniversary blessings.

May 24, 1970 Stephen & Rosalie Fox 55 years

May 27, 1990 Gary & Nikki Davidson 35 years

May 28, 1995 lan & Rachel Fier 30 years

June 2, 1985 Allan & Natalye Alter 40 years

June 7, 1970 Alain & Carol Hanover 55 years

June 10, 1990 Jerold & Ellen Lipson 35 years

June 18, 2000 Keith Wagner & 25 years

Julie Wolf

June 21, 1980 Michael & Pat Blank 45 years

June 26, 1965 Marshall & 60 years

Nancy Brown

Fundraising




DONATE HERE

WEBSITE DONATION
Just a click away to access our donation page on TBA website

Please take advantage of this opportunity to acknowledge the memory or honor an
accomplishment of a friend or a loved one.

WALL OF HONOR

Our annual Wall of Honor campaign supports our vision of Dor V'Dor, from generation to
generation, to develop the next generation of Jewish leadership, and to nourish the future
of our community. A special service in 2025 will honor 2024 contributors.

TREE OF LIFE

The TREE OF LIFE mounted on the wall of the temple lobby is a favorite way for members to

commemorate “simchas” and honor family members and friends. Your gift of leaves ($300)
and stones ($1,000) will support continuing growth projects in the future. Pledge cards are
available in the temple office.

SPONSOR FUTURE ONEGS

This is a great opportunity for your family to honor any type of special occasion or Kiddush.
Sponsorship is a $100 donation.

Gifts to Temple Funds

RABBI’S DISCRETIONARY FUND

In appreciation of Rabbi Blumberg and




Dr. Stanley & Cantor for officiating at the wedding of Harrison Kessler & Michelle
Penny Kessler Alter

Victoria Felson and in honor of the baby naming of my grandson, Simon Bay,
son of Brandon & Rachel Bay

Lyn Cron in honor of Eddie Valestin

Steve Curley & Family for Rabbi's kindness and support during a difficult time in our
family

Bill and Margie Bryna Curley, beloved wife of Steve Curley
Bluestein

Lois Levick Bryna Curley, beloved wife of Steve Curley

Steve Curley & Bryna Curley, beloved wife, mother and grandmother
Family

Bill and Margie Kenneth Karger, father of Bill Karger
Bluestein

Bill and Tracey Kenneth Karger, beloved father and grandfather
Karger

Bonnie and Bruce the yahrzeit of Celia Gilman, mother of Bruce
Gilman

Victoria Felson the yahrzeits of Alice and Dan Asher, beloved parents and Seth
Felson, beloved husband

CANTOR'S DISCRETIONARY FUND

Lyn Cron and in honor of Lucy Valestin for passing her deep water test




Steve Curley and for Cantor's kindness and support during a difficult time for our
Family family

Bill and Tracey Karger for Cantor Wolff officiating at a beautiful service for my dad,
Kenneth Karger

Steve Curley and Family Bryna Curley, beloved wife, mother and grandmother

Bill and Tracey Karger Kenneth Karger, beloved father and grandfather

MUSIC ENRICHMENT FUND

the engagement of Alyssa Berkson, daughter of Craig and Staci Berkson
and Nick Galloway

George and Sheryl Joel Kaplan, beloved husband, father and papa
Gochros

Nick and Merle Our thoughts are with the Alter family at this difficult time. May
Kushner Laura Stein's memory always be for a blessing

Howard and Wendy | Laura Stein, beloved mother of Natalye Alter
Schwartz

GAN HA'AM THE PEOPLE'S GARDEN




Barbara and Jeff Sands | remembering the yahrzeit of Arthur Prince, father of Barbara

GENERAL FUND

Ed and Jean and in appreciation of the special meaning we find in the Friday
Bernald evening services and are very grateful for the warm welcome extended
to us.

Howard and the baby naming of Simon Bay, son of Rachel and Brandon Bay and
Wendy Schwartz | grandson of Victoria Felson

Howard and Abbie Silverman, daughter of Alan & Sharon Silverman receiving her
Wendy Schwartz | Master's Degree from Northeastern University

Howard and the marriage of Michelle Alter, daughter of Allan and Natalye Alter to
Wendy Schwartz | Harrison Kessler

Steve and Barbara Marder | Kenneth Karger, brother of Barry and Trudi Karger

Lino and Kathy Covarrubias  Kenneth Karger, beloved father and grandfather of Bill
Karger & Family

Ken, Meryl, Matthew & Alex Kenneth Karger, beloved father and grandfather of Bill
Hickey Karger & Family

Lino and Kathy Covarrubias  Mikhail Volfson, beloved brother and uncle of Lev Volfson
and Family

Lino and Kathy Covarrubias | Bryna Curley, beloved wife, mother and grandmother of
Steve Curley & Family




LEVINE LIBRARY FUND

Murt and Betsey Mikhail Volfson, beloved brother and uncle of Lev Volfson and
Garfinkel Family

Marsha the marriage of Sarah (Rosenthal) and Danny Gavin
Massey

Marsha the marriage of Sarah and Danny Gavin, grandchildren of Murt and Betsey
Massey Garfinkel

LLOYD MARTIN YOUTH SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Temple Beth Am Kenneth Karger, beloved father and grandfather of Bill Karger
Brotherhood & Family

MORRIS CHAPMAN SCHOLARSHIP FUND

Susan Siegel |Ruby Stein, daughter of Gregg & Jami Stein becoming a Bat Mitzvah

RABBI EMERITUS GOOD WORKS FUND

Dr. Stanley and Cantor Penny for officiating at the wedding of Harrison Kessler &
Kessler Michelle Alter




SANCTUARY FUND

Susan Siegel wishing Alain Hanover Healthy Healing

Susan Siegel Abbie Silverman, daughter of Alan and Sharon Silverman receiving her
Masters of Science from Northeastern University

Susan Siegel Jared Swartz, son of Neal and Judy Swartz receiving his Masters of
Science from Springfield College

Susan Siegel in honor the B'nai Mitzvah of Ethan and Rebecca Plitt, children of Seth
and Robin Plitt

Susan Siegel Bryna Curley, wife of Steve Curley

Steve Schneider Bryna Curley, wife of Steve Curley
and Family

Steve Schneider Kenneth Karger, beloved father & grandfather of Bill Karger & Family
and Family

Susan Siegel Mikhail Volfson, beloved brother and uncle of Lev Volfson and Family

Steve Schneider Mikhail Volfson, beloved brother and uncle of Lev Volfson and Family
and Family

TECHNOLOGY FUND

Susan Siegel |CeeCee Fishman, daughter of Dan & Betsy Fishman becoming a Bat Mitzvah

TEMPLE BETH AM BUILDING FUND




Donor in memory of

Nick, Merle, Jacob & Hannah Kenneth Karger, beloved father & grandfather of Bill
Kushner Karger & Family

of Framingham
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